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wgether: the spectacle of morality and its stronghold

he strengths of jihadism is that it is a “star machine,” in

homson’s phrase, with untouchable icons (Bin Laden, the

er”), generational heroes (Anwar Al-Awlaki, the son of

diplomats who lived in the lap of luxury in the United States),

ersial figures (Omar Omsen, a native of Nice), and “guy next

lebrities. These different status grades combine to form a

| passions that sets agendas and defines practices for a whole
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umist propaganda notwithstanding, jihadists aren’t pure martyrs.

plorification of their deaths in battle has more to do with the

nt zeitgeist than with the Prophet. Zygmunt Bauman notes that

gptions of injustice have evolved through a succession of four

ifes: the martyr, the hero, the victim, and the celebrity. Although
martyr acts out of loyalty to the group, he undertakes a solitary
tifice. He seeks moral redemption: it is a selfish act. Heroes, by
ast, are servants of a higher causeXThe hero is prepared to die
ly: it is an altruistic act on behalf of a community. The victim,
jurn, finds suffering intolerable: he seeks compensation by singling
it a guilty party. The celebrity, finally, cultivates notoriety because
jat is what is valued; the particular nature of his actions doesn’t
lly matter. Celebrities are competitive without being in competi-
on. The glory of one doesn’t negate that of others. According to
auman, “liquid modernity” scrambles these traditional distinctions,
0 that “the most despairing and desperate among the besieged [...]
ire execrably distorted mutants [of these categories].”3? The jihad-
t fighter seems to fit this description: a combination of the selfish
pursuit of salvation, altruistic _sacrifice, restitution for collective
suffering, and a desire for fame.

,CThis “mutant” combination serves as a reminder that departures
for Syria cannot be reduced to a mere generational attraction to nihil-
istic glorification of death. Though death in battle is an integral part
~ of the path taken by those who go, it nevertheless remains a means,
" not an end in itself. Promises of rewards in the afterlife — sometimes
. quite materialistic, such as the “72 virgins” in paradise for boys —
demonstrate this to the point of absurdity. The attitude toward death
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